OUR MISSION

OVERVIEW

AgriConnect supports farmers in achieving all the

Over the past few years, a substantial number

necessary compliance and technical requirements

of Maltese farmers have experienced significant

to access other types of funding and advisory

difficulties in attaining and maintaining compliance

support which can help them tap into diversification

with the often complex requirements of the

opportunities,

Common

produce

higher

quality

and/or

Agricultural

Policy,

with

various

innovative products and farming techniques, and to

unfortunate consequences including sub-optimal

plan and structure their farming business effectively

uptake of opportunities for funding and/or support.

in every respect. The service offered by AgriConnect

AgriConnect has achieved registration to function as

is free of charge, subsidized through the EAFRD

Farm Advisory Service insuring proper compliance

fund for Rural Development,

is attained by the farmers whilst tapping EU funds to

Measure 2.1. We offer advice

help farmers achieve this.

on

Cross

Compliance

(CC), Agri-Environment
Climate

Measures

(AECMs) and Rural
Development
Measures.

WE OFFER ADVICE ON:

FARM ADVISORY SERVICE

Agriculture Directorate,
National Agriculture Research and Development
Centre, Għammieri, Qormi
T: 2180 4981 / 2 / 4
E: agriconnect.mafa@gov.mt

•

Cross Compliance (CC)

•

Agri-Environment Climate
Measures (AECMs)

•

Rural Development Measures

agriconnect.gov.mt

CROSS COMPLIANCE

CROP PLAN &
FERTILISER PLAN

AECMS AND RURAL
DEVELOPMENT MEASURES

Why is it needed?

Why are they needed?

AECMs - Agri-Environment Climate measures

Farmers and livestock breeders that are eligible for

All territories in the Maltese Islands as specified in the

AECMS are voluntary measures taken up by the farmer

subsidies Under Pillar I and Pillar II of the CAP issued by

Nitrates Action Programme are designated as a Nitrates

who is compensated by costs incurred and income

the Agriculture and Rural Payments Agency are obliged

Vulnerable Zone. A fertilizer plan helps regulate and

forgone

to conform with ‘Cross Compliance’ requirements aimed

reduce nitrate levels in agricultural production as to

measures are generally simple to implement but need

at safeguarding the environment, public and plant health

protect water quality for future generations.

proper adherence in terms of compliance. AgriConnect

and animal welfare.

How can we help?

The compilation of a fertilizer plan is a mandatory
requirement under S.L 549.66 for all farmers growing
agricultural crops. It is the farmer’s responsibility to make

in

implementing

such

measures.

These

will assist farmers in informing them on the availability
of such measures compatible with their holding and
agronomic practices.

AgriConnect helps farmers identify any problems they

sure that the fertilizer plan is compiled, updated when

AECM 1: Using mechanical control (rather than herbicides)

might face and offers them appropriate advice on how

necessary and adhered to on an agricultural holding.

for weeds in permanent crop production systems (olives,
vines, orchards);

to comply with current regulations, ensuring that any
loss of funds attributed to non compliance pertinent to

AECM 2 a/b: Maintenance of recommended tree species

the relevant Statutory Management Requirements and

replacing alien species or planted on slopes and terraces

GAEC obligations is avoided.

to prevent soil and wind erosion;
AECM 3: Introduction of bee boxes on holdings;

Obligatory administrative work required by the farmer
such as Crop Plans, Soil Tests, and Fertilizer Plans are

AECM 4: Integrated Pest Management Plan targeting

also formulated by AgriConnect in line with legislative

vineyards and orchards;

requirements free of charge.

AECM 5: Measure for the implementation of a soil
management and conservation plan on a holding;
AECM

6a/b/c:

Integration

and

maintenance

of

autochthonous Maltese species.

Why utilize our services?
AgriConnect has achieved its Registration as a Farm
Advisory Service under L.N 99 of 2019. It is strategically
located in proximity to the relevant authorities whereby
it intends to achieve an excellent collaborative approach
between farmers and all relevant authorities pertinent to
the rural sector, bridging farmers and stakeholders.
Together we can achieve more.

Rural Development Programmes
AgriConnect will in this advisory area relate to measures
at farm level, which are provided for in rural development
programmes and are linked to farm modernisation,
competitiveness building, sectoral integration, innovation
and market orientation, as well as for the promotion of
entrepreneurship. This service will correspondingly help
farmers satisfy the requirements for the Maltese RDP
2014-2020 and any subsequent legislation.

